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It is with great personal pleasure that I join you today in this--the 10th 
Anniversary Conference of the Keep America Beautiful movement. It is a particular 
privilege to address you and to lend my ,praise fcr the remarkable progress you 
have made during the past decade in stimulating a national awareness about the 
litter problem. 

Your work has been for a more wholesome and pleasant environment. Since 
this environment must be shared by all--your successes and achievements are a 
very real and personal benefit to me and to each member of my family. For this, 
I say thank you. 

Your program of public education to instill in every one of us a feeling of 
pride and responsibility’for the appearance of our country plays a vital and 
integral part in maintaining and raising our cultural and ethical standards as 
a whole people. 

Who is responsible for Keep America Beautiful’s success? First, great credit 
belongs to the directors , officers, and staff of KeepiAmerica Beautiful, Inc. 
Secondly, this success is due to the active suppor),iof'.the. more than 70 major 
crganizations which are represented on Keep America B&@$ful's Rational Advisory 
Cxncil. The collective membership of these groups’ru&$ to the millions. To the 
National Advertising Council--the thousands of transp%%t,ion firms--newspaper 
and magazine publishers and the radio and television stations who keep the slogan 
“Every Litter Bit Hurts” in front of us, goes a hearty well done. I also want to 
commend the business and industrial c-unity, particularly the packaging industry, 
fx their very substantial and continuing financial support which has made this 
good work by Keep America ‘Beautiful possible. Indeed, Keep America Beautiful’s 
success rests with every person who disposes of litter and trash'in a proper place 
and in a prop&r way. Keep America Beautiful, it seems to me, is each and every 
‘;ne of us. j 

Finally, 1 am sure it includes a lo-year old boy, named David Godfrey, who 
WI ,?,I-‘ the following letter to my Department, I want to share part of it with you. 

% 
“Cur readsng class has been studying about keeping forests clean. We 
are in the fifth grade. I have an idea how it works that you could 
prevent this. L 



Put up a live c8mera and run wires 413 ; the park. Then put an ad 
in the newspaper and charge something like $2,000 to every person that 
is found doing things like throwing trash around. 

Then show some pictures of people doing them on TV and just interrupt 
good programs to do it. .L 

After a while, put another ad in the paper saying they will hide the 
cameras all over the park so they can catch more. Then sey they hide 
them up in trees, bushes and etc. There won’t be any more for a 
while ! I1 

and of course, there was the inevitable 

“(P.S. Please answer my letter quickly!)” 

While w.Department hasn’t fully implemented all his suggestions the letter 
makes clear thaforthrightness of youth. David lives in t&‘&hild’s world of 
black and wtite--not an adult world of gray. Obviously Da?&@ sees littering as 
bleck .and he wants to get .it stopped. The important thing about Devid’s letter, 
as far aa you arid I are concerned, is this, he and the other millions of lo-year 
olds hold the clue to a clean and beautJfu1 America in the not too distant future. .‘: 

Your program is rP*tfully an education81 one, and the D8vida are your most 
c-tsc T?$&e is mo&$ &8nce t&t David will edmonidh Dad for 
spper o& of the ca,r --findon‘ than vice versa4 Let .one of your 

!$ for the decade ahead-be to put 8 “David” in”iv$b household 
.* :$. 

thus far, substantial though it has been,,, ‘iib @ot good enough. 
We are in the,.&idst of an ever &$ftening technological r&&at&on, One of the 
welccuae‘outgrowths of t&a has been a tremendous advance Zn thi”‘field of merchan- 
dise packaging, Dispose@+-nonreturnable--throwaway--t,hsse’$re t& household 
symbols of th& revolution. .‘. .,I ” I, ,: 

Di8p~M8b$+ paper Sleeping bag8 are now standard eq~i 
fighters, T&&y;’ it is an 8mazing transformation which i ~.,::,T; .,.. ‘ii. _-iz ~, 

(jup P;~o&&$~~~~~ s&ply one of .l&+ing to live in 
Cal progress i: ?%##3 h8ye no ‘long es tobliahed cri terie to 

& 

situatio& ‘$#@@emna ie the result of iuper abundant 
scarCity%hi&#@@ been m8n’s constant companion throughout 
suppose the bo%$&es, canb and tin foil we discard without ‘t 
excellent tradiq& stock for the Imris and Clark gxpedition,, 
used to wrap vetietebles ahd meats in w ‘.market place h 
paper berg. Ino%dently, these make most effective 
we offer such bags to visitors as they enter the 
now, this techMque has helped materially in keep 

&-z;P8rke. For over 10 year 
-p8rka litter-free. , .i _ *i’ 

; * ‘: 
I 



No one consciously enjoys befoul Too many of us, however, 
do not equate the casually dropped ts" e package with our other 
standards of persOna cleanliness. WGUM be satisfied with a?it 
privy, a Saturday night tin tub bath, or a well in the backyard. It is qua11Y 
important that we develop a positive national attitude toward keeping our overall 
envirorurrent clean end free of litter. Extending this combon courtesy to those 
with whom we share a street, a community, a countryside or 8 public beach is no 
more than a sign of personal pride. 

We in the NatiOn's Capital have a special obligation, for our City should 
reflect the echieveraants and standards of a society of free men. he of mY 
reaponsibilit%es is the administration of the perk3 end monuments here in the 
District of CO1W0bi.8. We spend nearly thre8-fOurth8 of 8 milliOn dollars annually 
in the removal of trash and‘litter from these park& I don't begrudge one cent 
of this when the refuse has been properly diqosed +f. I don't like it at a11, 
h~mvar, when public rpnney mu& be spent to piok f$;ug one piece at a time, I 
donlt like the way our Watergate anphitheatre- look8 after 8 band aoncert. 

It i8 no credit to those who had the privi1ege of attending. I like even 
less %ha litter statistics about our y,oelebration on the grounds 
Of t.+,W88hing'ton &zrfment, Before t $O&flQ@ for bu8ineS8 on the d8y"; 
folUW%ng, our park meintenanee people & up-wore tbsn Qo cubic yerde 
of Utter from the kAonument &ounds. Ths4. 

..',_ 
ion wht be mre ept1y ':*'+ 

de&Mb&d as 8 ,littti fellout, 

'./In spite of th88e gpccialiaed situations, I am proud of the bay to day 
aPp4@+%nce of the prrk8 and monuments here in the Capital, and we know the V88t 
rm@%ty of people mke 8 conscious effort $9 h&q keep them clean. ,, 

,.Todry, '1 want to discuss an old and bonarabh and ever-changing &use--the 
oaQ#&~of conservation of resourues and of men. ' ;+. 5. .. ,"V' .,f 

'?+o+ the firat %in& 'in history a note of optimiem.pervedes the resource 
repart,s -of our experts. COn8&rvation, we are told; i&now largely a problem of 
eff~&ientQMMig~nt and mogt scarcities will be the $#sult of poor planning or 
iti:Eequs?$ research. The centr81 difference, from'th&viewpo$nt of conservetbon, 

,be*wn the Hew DecrL.and,tha.New M&tier refates.to ‘&e ~dominau~e of scientific 
re*oh and scieul68-Oriant~d planning %n reeo#& asa*gement. Science and teoh- 
now& h&d the Pceya kr %&@ kingdamof abundance--and planning, long a favrjrite 
%ming-boY of "pr8~t~o@lR Isre&, is now the one tidrlsplbn&ble science. Aide'd by 

'Of scie&e, in i#x@ .+esour& &&,ors,wa have rev&+sed OUT murse: .we 
=-me, waste less.; and make the needs'of ture ah integral part of 

tations. The.j%kult 4s .thak we .agm ntt 
y pleading ignOranCe or inc*@scit;y,' 

e&z%8in eW837 OUT Sh+t- 
the insight 8nd the power 

* ?onserve, end the existenoe of areas of; quiet 8 &&i&s u, separately 
a:, ' pollectively, for failure to ac.t. 



We are eyewitnesses to the longest broad jump of change in human history, 
and our singular conservation achievements make our,,failures all the more 
conspicuous. We have conquered outer and F@ect$d the VnneF space that is 
our home; but in the process we have put:.W science that has quickened 
the promise of life. While our agent8 of p have solved problems in some 
resource areas, they have created a crisis in others. We mastered the art of 
atomic fission in the 1940’s, and the continuing revolution in research will 
enable us to desalt the seas, turn shale rocks into oil, and breed energy from 
stones, but we may make a shambles of our common environment unless we act in 
time to save it. 

Sane of our most successful conservors-- the research scientists and the 
scientific farmers, for example--have in nmny cases not considered themselves 
conservationists, while the contemporary disciples of Thoreau and Muir have too 
often drawn a~circle ,that made them the sole custodians of the conservation 
concept. T& c*oz+!vation idea is as broad and canplex a6 BpQdara life itself 
and ws ~rmst ?~l.$& Pinch& *a le,ad and adapt it to the resouros problems of our 
generation. ‘... 

As science opens up new avenues of abundance it also opens up new opportuni- 
ties for exploftation--and the classic pattern of the past repeats itself. The 
modern land raiders, like their predecessors, insist alwsya that the present is 
paramount and assert their rights to misuse the land. The @rator of manufac- 
turing plant tfsat befouls the air , or the owner of a pulp mill that corrupts a 
river, who asks the insolent question, “Which is more important, payrolls or 
picnics?” is really saying sanething like this: “The public be damned! Let the 
government, or those who live downwind or downstream, undo the damage I have 
caused. ‘I Such materialistic thinking dismisses environmsnt preservation as ?nere 
esthetics.‘lJ 

This is also the implicit philosophy of the subdivider wh@ bulldoses a 
streamside woodland, the b,illboard advertiser who blocks the highway rith eyesores, 
the miu~icipelitias that dumpsewage\ into bays and riverwsys. ..x 

It should’ be perfect* clear that no one haa a ‘(right” to pollute the air or 
water or despoil the last remaining areas of green l round our cities-- 
any more than the 19th century raiders had a right’ 
soil. Bvxiion of the soil is no more dearaging tha 
total environment. Today, as in the last century, able forum of 
waste are those which spoil the quality and usefulness of rea&@Ws .all must share. 

“I , 
The answer lies in a new public ethic, and new’ forros of $t&& cmtrol* we 

can have clean air, clean rivers and a green countryside Sf w$,%&‘Sde that our 
environment should have parity with payrolls and profits. On&~‘:~ylaw, we make 
abatement part of the cost of doing business, men in labora&W%s vii1 quickly 
devise machines;,and gadgets to lessen the assault on the land.‘--’ 

: :’ 



But the erosion of our environment will continue until we mske public rights 
paramount, and put the.futurs first. The consvvatiOn of msn ISU8t be our Ultimte 

objective, and the pursuit of "progrss@. $&suit of hsppiness must be 
harmonised if, in the long run, our aooiety is 'to suoeesd. 

Th43 task of wise resource management is now a joint venture between 
goverment, universities, and the managers of in~ry. Muoh of our ~C~iW in 
conservation during this generation hss reaiL$ed pro0 the inoreaafng t~o~&tw~t 

. 'of American business to conservation rssssMh:sad mtion prsatioes. By 
.. the+ vePy natur0, govm ts must pbn f&r tba long haul and mm~tra~ a 

long-term projeats, but enlightened men of,hq&pss hrve alao learned thst it is 
good business tQ look to ths tLorison. * &&ive 0oeptition of our industrial 
laboratories and the &riving for me efficient uss of-irsr arterial8 has Bpurred 
constructive patterns of gmwth, whils ensbling us ti ws our resuurceu with 
more insight. ' 

LThe front line of conservatia now st,rstshes 'fraa urs~iut to wildlife, from 
salnun.to soils, f."rsm wildsrnssa to w#sr, sad sny.osmwPystion in-tory mst 
include a review of our tots1 publio-privsts effor+~ Ths work of ths sixties 
can be a stepping stone to a balsnced future. We.& now crossing into an 
entirely new watershed in:?& ,histo;rg,of the ccms&lrition aorcssat in the United 
States. We are doing so by necessity, bscewe the path of lsnd conservation that 
our governnu!mt has used for more thsn blf a century is rwlng into a dead end. 

.s 
Theodore Roosevel~~.~~aPrgnifioeqt, -acJatributi&'to oonservatiar wss made by 

methods that are today bs&os@g i.nepea&ngly fareslo& to us. Bs wsa able to 
'reach out ,into the publie,aaDpis snd by a,strolph of ta,:p" crests, CILI land' 
ahe@&? wed by the go-t, ths-&$@& rsssrwss s#p+rks and wildlife lands 

t 
his name synangmbue- with'~vat&aar, TM& i's &s psttsrn followsd 

time in est,ablishingmost C@ our r~~tics@&uWsetr in tb West, 
perks and @$ur PWPV~ rrm+s. 

*.*-...~ i i, *_s;:, 
.F : 

' Wtither the s&hodi.+ss bc;sYlrtioa.m r.b , 
~ s domain, the effect was'.&e '$&&&&s&n 

r%s of the public 

little financial outlay. It did no 
ressrwers with very 

that it ‘kould ever be necessary for 
bni8tu of that:era 

of land-like the Cape Cod National 
buy lsrge tracts 

mm8 tion purposes. / * :: ; ., 
'$$&ty-bound youngsters in-pertic- nsed t&$ 

I , 

'.i &flj;f-Qoors* s&g @f sn l vsilable ' 
They’ need ~GCIBB+ to bwahss. T&&i, 

r&&d, wheretheycsn wslk.' They&&d to di 
~pls&s close by, yet 

ri faint breeze. -Y wed a place to hubt 
ag@sn leaf quivering in 

Zi 

.!_ i$$~~ilhat do we do? l&m ,130 .w43 mkr, 1-e tbjet, s 
$aSt-February President Ken&sdy ss& t~',j&e. 

k need are available? 

assudie to us and '& childrti mssnen$ 
&@MAtion to help 

to the Lend and Water Conserv+on E-d 
heritage. I rsfer 

the measure to 
you, 

i 



The mmies In the prcqmmd Pus&d 0louZd be syliy l about 634.0 between the Strtte 
and the Fe&ml Government. The Strtcr, which rould be raked to Provide mtchiag 
funds, could ure their rhrs for planning, roquisiticm and development of needed 
S tete recrartlon lands and ntero. The Ire&ml r&are would be available for 
needed acquisition in the I&M&al Park Syataa, the National Iroreet System, for 
prceervatlm of endangered fish und wildlife and for refuge rearartiaa needa. 

The proposed Land and Water Coaeervrtim ?tmd involves no new Was, InHead, 
it would be baaed in part on a uyrtaa cf uuer ftrr et Fedarrl ncrertlon land8 and 
watere, proceed8 frcm rrle of eurplue ?cderol real property, elloortlon of the 
existiq U tax on merlxm fuelr uacd in pleaaura craft, and repayable advance 
appropricrtiona. The ohurge could take the form of I Conetrvrtion riadshield 
sticker. This Conservetim sticker could well bccme an cloquat rjmbol and 
raltifa point for the Nation’s outdoor enthurlrrto. 

Monies frolp the ?tmd would be available up00 appropriation by the Canqress. 
This would be the mcmey that would help UI, emmg otkr purpcaee, to obtain for 
all the public mnw of the few rmining cr~tatanding outdoor recreation areas euch 
(10 Fire Islad, A,rrstergue, megon Dunea, Ozark Rivers, AllagaUh, Sleeping Bear 
l nd Pictured Rocke rrhich are ca yet relatively unspoiled. 

Yybc ma cm cuve B Cmyonlandr Wltioml Park in Utah or I great besin prrk 
in Nevada out of lmd alreedy owned by the public. Here and t&re, oocaaionrl~, 
another l re8. But not w. Moat of what we get from now on, we till have to 
buy. We would hope thir would include l variety of typea of recreation land... 
art@8 far high-dumity we and more reoote I& am well ere we could pertake 
of t& imlation whtrr I: for ona find rcat when rqy roul ir wery. 

We ere gcing to have to buy tit ml1 the obbitim1 outdoor recrortion 
area8 wa need, end let 116 ray that there wm*t be any wildernear and few area8 
of uiy kind where you can enjoy a reeronablc degree of lrolation unless we 
dtvslop en effective eyetem of outdoor recreation mrea clrraificrtim...toning, 
if you will. The need is to eetabliah enough of each kind of outdoor recreaticm 
OPportunitg to satisfy public praarurer without &crtroyLng the resource. Ninety 
percent of us seek the out-of-doors, according to the Outdoor Recreation ReSoUrCe6 
Review Caaission. YDst people enjoy the sippie l ctivitiee--8cenic driving, 
alkixtg, rwiming and the like. Sew cf us hike, climb mountaina, or go CanOei.ng. 

And, becruae of that fact, I would anticipate thet you will give your uhole- 
hearted support to t& Land and Water Conservation Pund biU. The reemn is 
rlnple: the monies in the P’und will provide the frcilitier that will give the 
vast mjmlty of our people opportunity to participate in a variety of worthwhile 
outdoor activities. 

There 16 one recreation resource, however, thst cannot be replaced or 
purchrrred at my price. That resource ia true wilderness. 



It i6 in relotior, to this rildarns38 re33urce Mat tbr limitations of 
science are mat apparant. It is b8m that CIUT US8UmptiOU tht sctcnce can indef- 
initely provide for 6 proliferating pcpulation founders completely. !done of our 
resources is infinite, but rildernesa is the moat Cinjte of all. It ia the meet 
expendable of our basic re8cnuues. As a culture develops, rild+rtIess is the l&St 
resource to accpAre -*lge. A;j a culture feel3 the pre36ure of population, xilCer- 
ness will be the f'imt to te cwnmmed. 

Let th-329 be no dcwbt abut this : If there i3 an irreconcilable conflict 
between rilderneav and weter, a people feeling the omitmu preeaure of populatiW 
will sacrifice the rilderness to get tha water. TtiS BUDfit i0 tX%O Of Other 
r86oUrCe8--ouC plrkdI end wi&hUWM?@ NW8 U-C, by e mti0 tbt is adtbJIetica12 
threatened by each iwnwatrl ium-~m in population! The ooaflict Reed not even 
be real. All th@t ir uecesaulg ir that emu@ people beliwo there 16 d aonflict 
betman rilbemoru and mter, or between tildemess and labor, rod the demnd8 to 
sacrifioe the wlldemeoe will becom irrerlrtible. 

W&t till Lppen to the QI&$& of life a3 we approach tbs point where the 
avsUblr natural areas of the continent offer standing rocn only? AS ppulation 
crowd8 In on ~8, it will eurelJ be the quality rxparience tht ir sacrificed 
firot--the kind of unique experience offered by wilderness. 2&rc will atill be 
available the kiti of outdoor experience tht can be enjoyed w at amserPent 
parks on ths Fourth of July. And this my, indeed, be tha apk kind of outdoor 
elrperjeme available If a race blindly ahmd down the ~cM of "grcMh and 
progre3s." 

We can Only guess ukmt till happen to the individual au the preauures of 
overcrouding increasingly bear down on him, l e tlm subtle! dlrsrror of overciYJili&r, 
tion take thir toll on his mind and body. It rag be tlmt In tba long run over- 
population of our om country till be a grave tAnat to the moat important freedom 
of all--the freedaP each person must have to mintain hi3 own intagrity, to be 
true to his nrtuml self. 

When the last census showed tbt tbr Skte of Vsrmont had not gained in 
popul*tion, One Of its moat distinguisbsd citizens, Robert E'rcst, said he was 
dlrd it had not. "We want to grow right, ' be said; and i ccnmend his words to 
You tow7. 

Wht doe8 it moan to “grow right?” I would say tbat.it mearm, among other 
things, to grow in ouch a way 86 to leave mom for the quality experience, partic- 
ularly in nature. It 13 to grow in suuh a way that our grandchildren will still 
be able to see in acme places tha natural Shape8 of tbc land, will be able t? find 
surcease frcm the tensions of modern life among the God-given form of mmnteics 
end trees and streams and unspoiled beaches. 

7 



Unlike many countries of Europe and Asia that have used up all their vacant 
lends, we still have an Option in America. We still have open space and wildlands 
to preeerv@--lands that still exirt in their ,pri&ine splendor--or something 
close to it. Let u8 then make the choice intedfgently as free men considering 
the welfare of future generations. 

One of America's great contributions to the world has been the national park 
idea, the wilderness idea, the principle of preserving for ell time--future 
generations willing--the finsat of our Scenic forests and deserts and mountains 
and shorelines. 

I am suggesting that if this magnificent principle fe not to be lost in the 
chaos of unplanned growth, it is time for us ,;txt. ,teke '&I further step. 1 am ~'ug- 
gesting that the United States set an example of hcpn'to plan the best relationship 
of human beings to their ex+$rormxW,, that we &ve ,scleam attention to the matter 
of developing the optiaaama sum-land ratio--the' r&o which would result not only 
in the "highest and beat usei, of the land but the M,gheSt and best development 
of free men. 

We can begin by ask&& the right ~quwtiona : mt Ss the ideal relationship 
of men to nature? What $6, 'We.: opt- $c#&&ion fq a 'given environment? How 
can we maintain ttrs i of' Iif@ &&j(‘& b$J ged by quantity? 

_x : L,'. . . 
he8id@nt Kennedy e 

*"I dcn't think there 9s. 
objective when he said: 
dttqnt4.m with more 

distinction than. trylag. sifter w this beautiful 
country which we have f@@rited. 0 1.~ " jr 

. 
In the years ahead o&~ d&ia,ioab, c& remce 

highest aspiration&. ST ;*,p&n %&8:'ifk#i or'.&. 
w,licy must l lmys reflect our 

resOW,WS So tha? Pae%+@& :gbd%F&1,:w :‘tht dp;i#l&& 
ani%the Wmlopaaent of our 
of i life-gitring environment 

.w hand-ti-hand,4@ 'till'n@ c@$: w-e w h:prorparity but will, aa well, 
leave d rich leg$y ‘&J$, &aaj&&&j j$$$~; I : I. . 
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